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1 BEFOKE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION | 5
§ In the Matter of ) & ff
S Bricods of Roagie Shaws iad ) =
6  Cecil Brown, as treasurer ) MURs 5017 and 5205 :—a 3

‘; ) = =
9 _ CONCIUIATION AGREEMENT .

:(1’ Matter Under Revirw (“MUR™) 5017 was initiated by a signed, swom, and notarized
12 complaint by the National Republican Congressional Committes. MUR 5205 was initiated by
13 the Federal Election Comrission (“Commission™) pursuant to information ascertained in the
14 pormal course of carrying cat its supzvisorx responsibilitics. Thae Commission found reason to
15  believe inent!s of Ronnie {hows and Cecil Brown, as freasurer violzted 2 U.S.C. §§ 441a(9),
16  441F 441b{s), 441g and 43 §(b). Cecil Brown is only named in this agreement in his official

17 ca.pacit.y'asthectmt treasarer of the Committee, He was not the teasureutihetimethe

18  offenses wera committed.

19 NOW THEREFORJ, the Commission and the Respondents, having participated in

20  informal methods of conciliation, prior to a finding of probable cause to believe, do hereby egree
21  agfollows:
2 L The Commission has jurisdiction over the Respondants and the subject marter of this

23  proceeding, and this agreen«:nt has the eFect of an agresment ent=red pursuant to 2 U.S.C.

24 §7()A(A)D. ¢
25 IL Respondents hasn had a reasorable opporaunity to demonsizate that no action should
2%.‘;\ nl;e taken in this mattar.

27 0 I Respondents enu:r voluntarily 1oto this agrecment with the Commission.

23 IV. The pertinent facts and violalioas of law in this mnaner are ag follows:
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1 1. Friends of Routie Shows was the principal campaign committee of Cliffard Ronald

2  Shows for his campaign (ar the Democratic nomination for the United States House of

3 Representatives (Mississipi's 9* Distict) in the 1998 primary.

4 2. Cecil Brown i the treasurer of Friends of Ronnie Shows.

5 3. Under the Fedcral Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended, ("the Act?)a .

6 contribution is a gift, subs<ziption, loan, sdvance, deposit of money, or anything of velue made

7 Dbyspenanfor the puspost of influencing ay election for federat office. 2 U.S.C. § 431(8)(A):

8 11 CFR §100.7()(1). A person is probibited from making contibutions to any candidate ind
9  his or her authorized politizal committees with respect to any election for federal offics w-hich. in
10 - the aggregate, cxceed S1,000. 2US.C, § 441e(a)(1)(A). Contdbutions which on their face, or -
11 when aggregated with othe’ cantbutions from the same contributer, exceed the Act's
12 commibution limitations shal be refunded within 60 days, redesignated, or reattribured.
13 11 CF.R §§ 103.3(b)(3); 110.1(b)(2); 110.1(K)(3). Political committees are arohibited from

14 accepring comtributions in excess of these limimtions. 2 U.S.C. § 441a(f).

15 4. The Act limits centributions from u;ulﬁcandidr.te poli:ic:i coramittess to the principal
16 campaign comminees of feleral canilidates with respect to any elestion to $5,000: 2 U.S.C.

17 § 4la(a)(2)A). Political committees are prohibited Fom a:.;ccpﬁng contributions in excess of
18 these limitations. 2 U.S.C. § 441a(f).

19 S. The Act and.Con'missi‘on regulatiors proiibit contributions in the name of another.
20 | 2US.C. § 4411 11 CF.R ¢ 110.4b).. No person shall make a congibution-tx the same'of =
2”ls\=moth:= person or kmowingl,’ permit his name to be uszd to eTect sucha contibution. /d. No

2 ;E_-‘;crsoﬁ shall knowingly acceyt a coztribution made by cne person 1n the game of anathez. Id.

----------
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1 6. Political comumuittees are prohibited from 2ccepting corporste contibutons. 2 U.S.C.

2 441b(a). Conuibutions dut present genuine questions as to Whether they were made by .

3 corparations may be, withia ten days of receipt, cither deposited or returned to the contributor,

4  11CFR §103.3(b)(1). I deposited, the treasurer shall make best efforts to determins the

5. legality of the contribwion Jd Ifthe contribution cannot be detarmined to be legel, the treasorer
6  shall refund the contribution within 30 days. Id.

7 7. The Act prohib.iw'conu:ibnﬁons of United States curreacy to or.for the benefit of any

8  candidate with respect 10 sy such czndid;u for nomination for elecﬁon; or-for eléc-tiqn, to

9  federal office, which, in the agaregate, exceed $100. 2 US.C. § 441 The amount of an

10 anonymons cash contribution in excess of $50 shall be promptly disposed of, and may be used

11  forany lawful purpose unrxlated to any federal election, campaign, or candidate, 11 CFR

12 §110.4().

13 8. The Act requires principal campaign committees to file periodic reports of receipts and
14 disbursements. 2U.S.C. § 434(a). Reports mui:ed.to be filed under section 434 of the Act shall
15  identify cach persan who makes a contribution during the reporting period, whose contributions
16  have an aggregate amounr i1 excess of $200 within the calender year, together with the date and
17  amount of any such contribution. 2 U.S.C. § 434(b)(3)(A). "Identification™ means, in th= case of
18  anyindividual, the name, amailing address, and the oceupation of such individual, 2 well as the
19  name ofhis or her empl‘:)yer. 2US.C. § 431(13). Underthe Act, when the easurer of a
.20 political committee sb.ow.s t:at best efforts hava been used te obtain, mainta™y; and susmiv
zils_:::‘:!q:gm-.:ton required under <2e Act, the Commirice's tezozts or rezocds shall be considered ic
22 complidnce with the Act. 2°15.C. § 4320).
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1 9. The Audit Dividion found that the Committee accepted excessive contributions fom

2 individuals iotz.ling §$53,020 and excessive contributions from political commitess totaling
3 $3,000.
4 10. The Comzitte: accepted & $15,000 check from M. Carl Nicholson that was both
5  excessive and a contributic:n in the nams of others. This amount included a $1,000 contribution
6 from Mr. Nicholson 2ud a '§1,000 contribution that was not attributed properly to his wife. The
7 remaining _813,000 was co:itributed an behalf of 13 other individuals whose names were
3 provided to the Committee. The Comuminee initially reported these individuals es having made
9 §1,000 comtributions each, The Committse subsequently amended its report to show ozly one
10  $15,000 contribution from Mr. Nicholson.
11 . . 11. The Audit Divition found that the Comumittes accepted §5,850 in prokibited corporate
12 conuibfxti'ons.
13 12. The Audit Divicion found the Coramittee accepted $9,205 in excassive currency
14 contributions and failed 1o yroperly itemize conwributions from individuals.
15 13. Respondents contend thar any errors corumitted in the 1998 carepaizn
16  were the result of inexpe:it::.c_e and inadvertence ox the part of the campaign ofa -
17  Srst-time candidate accustoraed to operating under the different requirements of
18 State law.
19 14. .Respondenu'.ﬁnpcr contend that ozce these errors Were brought to light,
20  the campaign made every effort & cooperate with the Coinmissios to rectfy-thez - <+ -
2i =€y, fgl' example, hizing an fulependsn: auditor, making refurds, 2né chanping e
22- (;tir;x;;_ittee's operations to trng it into fu_ll commliancs with the Federai Slectioz

25 Caxpaign Act and its impieciensing regulatioas.
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1
2 V. 1. The Resporsleats acceptad excessive contributions from individuals m the zmount
3 0f$853,000in viclation of2 U.S.C. § ;412(!).
4 2. The Respandents accepted excessive contributions from political committess in
5  the wnount of $3,000 in violation of 2 U.S.C. § 441a(f).
6 3, The Resparidents accepted 2 contribution in the name of others in the amount of
7  $13,000 froce Mr. Caxl Nizholson in violation of 2.U.S.C. § 441£
g 4. The Respondents accepted prohibited corporate contributions in ﬁxe amount of
9  $5,850 in violation of 2 U.L.C. § 441b(a).
10 5. The Rasponients accepted excessive currency contributions ia the amouct of
11 59,205 in violation cf2 U.L.C. § 4418.
12 - 6. The Respomrlents failed to properly itemize contributions from individuals in
13 violation of 2 U.S.C. § 434ib)(3)(A)-
14 VL  The Respondents will pay = civil penalty to the Federal Election Commissionin
15 the araount 0£ $25,000 pursuant to 2 U.S.C. § 437g(2)(S)(A).
16 . VI. The Commit:ion, on request of aayone filing 2 complaint under 2 U.S.C.
17 § 437g(a)(1) concerning the matters at issue hersin or on its own mation, tray review coropliazce
18 with this sgreement. 1f the Zommission believes that this agreement or any requirement thereof
19 has besn violated, it may insx:._a:é a civil aztion v relief in the United States District Cotzt for the
20  District of Columbia, |
21
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' exesuted same and the Comrzissian has appraved the entire agresment.
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1 X The liqpozulems shall have no more thaa 30 days Som the date this agreement

2 becomes effective to comply with asd implement the requirerzents coatained in this agreemex

3 and to sa notify the Comraission.

4 X This Conciliation Agreement constitutes the entixe :gi'eement between the paniés
S oumthe matters raised herein, and no other statement, promise, or agreement, either written or

6  oral, made by either party or by ageats of either pary, that is not contained in this written

232 .04 .. 306 . 083

7  agreement shall be enforcuable.
. :
5
10 FOR THE COMMISSION:
11 Yawrence H, Noston
12 Geueral Coupsel
13 L
14
15
16
17 .
13 BY: W ‘a/ (G ///7/
19 Gregory R, Bakes Date
;.? Acting Associate General Counsel '
22
23  FOR THE RESPONDENTS:
25 .
26 )
27 %VLLMMM 5/1/0.;1
33 Name Qr Friends of Ronaic ‘Shows Date ' '
30 _— ) — -
N e G, T tifir—
32 Name AL A1sh: L, Gt / Dae/ [/
LR / '
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